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Health ClusterNET Annual Conference 2008

A challenge shared by all European regional health systems in a financial climate
where cost containment, restriction and rationalization of health care dominates
is that health organisations need to be able to demonstrate the added value of
investment and expenditure decisions.

The health sectoris much more than doctors, hospitals and pharmacies. The health
sector absorbs large amounts of labour, commadities and research and thus crea-
tes incomes, which in turn flow back into the economic cycle of locations, regions
and the overall economy. Within regions, health sector spending ranges from 5.5%
to over 11% of regional GDP. This is a significant level of economic activity. Butiitis
not optimized to positively contribute to regional development agendas. Nor is it
used to masximise the population health benefits of health care expenditure.

In its first phase as an Interreg IIIC funded operation HCN examined the practi-
calities of how health sector investment can contribute to regional development
through four strategic health system activities: local procurement, affordable ca-
pital investment, inclusive employment, and health innovation. More recently, an
online survey of EU regions conducted by HCN and DG SANCO in 2007 confirmed
that regions most need access to practical “know-how” knowledge to support them
inworking out how they can improve the contribution of their regional health sys-
tems to regional economic growth and social cohesion.

HCN seeks to support member regions with the development and sharing of prac-
tical know-how to maximize the contribution of health sector investments to re-
gional economic growth and social cohesion. We are also working with other orga-
nisations and EC directorates to find ways to support regions to maximise health
gains from Structural Fund investments in mainstream programmes.

In this Conference about added value of health sector investment in European
regions, we will discuss these issues and reflect agreements reached at the Euro-
pean Regional Health Policy Roundtable held in Bilbao on 8 October.



Draft Programme (morning)

08:30 Registration

09:30 Welcome address

09:45 Opening Conference “The Bilbao Statement”

Gabriel M2 Inclan Iribar
Basque Health Minister

Coffee break

“ Why health investment in regions matters”

Constantin Ostaficiuc

President of the Social Policy and Public Health Committee at the
Assembly of European Regions. President of Timis Country, Romania.

“ Health gain from Structural Funds”
Isabel de la Mata
Principal Advisor, DG SANCO

Political perspectives:
Presentations from a regional point of view.
Lunch

Draft Programme (afternoon)
14:30 Parallel marketplace, workshops & master classes.

MARKETPLACE MASTER CLASSES
1. CELS- Dr Barry McAleer, 4. Basque Health Department -
Business Development Manager: The added Patricia Arratibel, Health Studies
value of connected regional healthcare and Research Director: A method for
economies; a potential IVC regional comparative benchmarking the impact
initiative project. of regional health spending on regional
2. Groundwork North West - Pat Broster, ST
Business Development Manager: 5. European Health Property Network -
Sustainable supply chains: facilitating Barrie Dowdeswell, Sustainable and
competitive SMEs and employability; a affordable investment in health care
potential IVC regional initiative project. infrastructure an evidence-based analysis
3. Regional Public Health Institute (Maribor) of current trends including the impact of
- Dr lgor Krampac and HCN - Margit Ohr. Public Private Partnerships

HCN Plus - Maximising the contribution
of regional health economies to regional
development policies and mainstream
Structural Fund programmes: a potential
IVC capitalisation project .

16:15 Conference conclusions.
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